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Speech for Rededication of Martin Allen Hall
FHSU Homecoming - October 2, 1999

Dr. Edward H . Hammond ,
President

Martin Allen Script
Martin Allen was born on June 29, 1827 in Monroe County, Ohio. He married Elizabeth
Augustine in 1853 and moved to Hays with their three children in 1873. Along with several
Ohioans as partners, he bought all of the unsold lots in the city of Hays, and within a few
months, Allen was appointed agent for the new Big Creek Land Company. In 1874, Allen
became the agent at Hays for the sale of the Union Pacific railroad lands. It is recorded that he
sold more land and located more settlers in Ellis county than any other man.
The town had a newspaper of sorts when Allen took the presidency in Hays, but in his
first year he and his land company partner, George N. Jones, started the Hays Daily Times, with
Maude Jones as the editor. In addition to land agent and publisher, Allen planted the first wheat
field in the city of Hays in an area that now is bounded by 14th to 20th Streets, Main to Milner.
Soon after arriving in the area, Martin Allen established contact with the Sternberg family
at Ellsworth and Fort Harker. The patriarch of the Sternberg clan was Levi, a scholar, teacher
and counselor. One of the youngest was a grandson, George F., who is the namesake of our
Sternberg Museum. Levi Sternberg was a rrlember of the Board of Regents of Kansas State
University and was keenly aware of the operation of the experiment station at that school. He
and Allen planned to do something to help develop the agriculture potential of Ellis County and
the new areas opening in the western part of the state.
It is believed that Levi Sternberg and Allen had long discussions about the eventual

abandonment of Forts Harker and Hays and developed future plans for these govemmentallands.
Allen is credited with initiating the first movement of the federal land of Fort Hays given to the
State of Kansas to ultimately be used for an experiment station, a school and a public park. He

broached the subject first to the State Horticulture Society at its annual meeting in Ottawa in
.~ 97 8 .

Allen was elected to the State Legislature and kept hammering away with his proposal

regarding the abandoned fort lands. The proposal was dubbed, "Allen's Hobby," and even
"Allen's Folly."
The matter rested until 1895 when John Schlyer, Ellis County Representative, introduced
a bill setting aside the Fort Hays Reservation for the purposes Allen had outlined. The bill was
eventually passed and sent to Washington where it passed both houses of Congress in 1895, but
failed to become law because President Grover Cleveland did not sign it. In 1896, Allen met
Charles Curtis, soon to become Vice President under Herbert Hoover, at an Old Settlers
Association gathering in Hays, and the two became good friends. Curtis was convinced of the
worthiness of "Allen's Hobby" and pledged his support. Another bill was introduced in 1897 and
Charles Curtis, then a representative serving on the Committee on Public Lands, picked up the
torch for the bill. The resolution was presented five times before it finally passed, and at last, on
March 18, 1990, President William McKinley signed the bill which achieved Martin Allen's
goal.
In early 1898, Martin Allen left Hay~ and moved with his family to Grand Junction,
Colorado. He died April 10, 1898 and was buried in Grand Junction, so he never knew of the
final fate of "Allen's Hobby."

